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BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 

At a Meeting of the 
 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW PANEL 3 
 

Held on Tuesday, 20 March 2007 at 10.15 a.m.  
at Level 8, Breckland House, Thetford 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Kybird,  Mr R.G. (Chairman) Labouchere,  Mr J.P 
Goreham, Mrs L. Rose, Mr B 
Howard-Alpe, Mrs. S Wickham, Mr D. H. 
Kemp, Mr R.  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Brennan, Mrs  A. - Strategic Housing Manager 
Broughton, Mr M. - Scrutiny Officer 
Burrows, Mr N. - Principal Environmental Health Officer 
Hall, Miss S. - Senior Committee Officer 

 
  Action By 

17/07 THETFORD LEISURE CENTRE SITE VISIT  

 Preceding the meeting the Panel had undertaken a site visit to view 
the newly constructed extension to Thetford Leisure Centre and were 
most impressed with the facility. 

 

18/07 MINUTES (AGENDA ITEM 1)  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 27 February 2007 were confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

19/07 APOLOGIES (AGENDA ITEM 2)  

 Apologies for absence were received from Messrs T. J. Lamb and F. 
Sharpe 

 

20/07 ADOPTION OF ‘GAMBLING POLICY’ AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE GAMBLING ACT 2005 (AGENDA ITEM 6) 

 

 The Principal Environmental Health Officer presented a report which 
updated Members on the progress of the introduction of the Gambling 
Act 2005. 

 

 Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 required all Licensing 
Authorities to prepare and publish a Statement of Principles (Gambling 
Policy) that would apply within their area for exercising their functions 
under the Act.  
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 The Policy stated that the three licensing objectives which have to be 
promoted will be:  

 

 • Preventing gambling from being a source of crime and disorder; 
being associated with crime and disorder or being used to 
support crime. 

 

 • Ensuring that gambling was being conducted in a fair and open 
way. 

 

 • Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being 
harmed or exploited by gambling. 

 

 Premises and activities affected by the Act include the following:  

 •  Casinos 

•  Bingo Premises 

•  Betting Premises 

•  Betting Tracks 

•  Adult Gaming Centres 

•  Family Entertainment Centres 

•  Other permissions including club gaming permits, prize 
gaming permits, temporary use notices and the registration 
of small society lotteries. 

 

 Following thorough consultation the Statement of Principles (Policy) 
was adopted by Council on 4 January 2007.  

 

 As a result of the Government delaying the release of all the 
information needed to implement the Gambling Act the timescales for 
its introduction had slipped from the initial date of February 2007 to 
May 2007, at the earliest. 

 

 The Licensing Team had identified the following matters which would 
need to be implemented in the next few months. 

 

 • The training of staff and members in a completely new function, 
much of this was ongoing or planned. 

 

 • Preparation of effective guidance material for applicants.  

 • Adoption of licence fees.  These would be set in bands by the 
Government with the Council’s General Purpose Committee 
determining the precise fee for each application, hopefully May 
2007. 

 

 • Identification of premises and activities affected within 
Breckland’s area.  Many of these have had advisory visits 
already and our rough estimate of number of applications would 
be: 
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 o  Bingo Halls – 1 

o  Family Entertainment Centres (FECs) – 6 

o  Bookmakers – 11 

o  Small Society Lotteries – 220 

o  Club Gaming Permits – 36 

o  Gaming permits for machines in premises with alcohol 
license – approx 150 

 

 The Principal Environmental Health Officer responded to Members’ 
queries as follows: 

 

 • The fees set by the Government would not include set-up costs 
but would include the administering of the licence.  It wasn’t yet 
certain but there may be some one off funding forthcoming from 
the Government. 

 

 • Small Society Lotteries were for good causes and as such the 
set-up fee was currently £35.00 followed by £17.50 for 
subsequent years.  It was envisaged that the fee may by raised 
to £40.00 for the first year followed by £20.00 per year for 
subsequent years.  The lotteries were requested to present their 
accounts each year to prove that the money raised was being 
given to the intended charitable trust.  The fund raisers had been 
advised of the changes and would not be made to pay for a new 
licence until their current licence ran out in January 2008.   

 

 • Adult Gaming Centres were establishments which provided 
gaming machines for age 18 and over.  Family Entertainment 
Centres had a mixture of machines; although if an FEC had over 
18 machines they must be in a separate area.  There were 
difference levels of gaming machines depending on the amount 
of money which could be won. 

 

 • Premises such as hotels, snooker halls, taxi cab offices, 
takeaways etc would not be permitted to have a gaming 
machine.  Only premises which had a separate bar serving 
alcohol would be permitted to hold a gaming machine licence. 
However, premises which currently had a permit for a gaming 
machine would be able to keep that machine until the permit had 
expired.   

 

 • With regard to raffles there would not be a need to licence a 
village hall raffle.  Licences would only be needed where the 
prize fund was above a certain level. 

 

 Concern was raised with regard to the Government delaying the 
release of all information needed to implement the Gambling Act and 
the affect this could have on the Licensing Team’s work load. 

 

 Members thanked the Principal Environmental Health Officers for the 
update. 

 

 RESOLVED that information be noted.   
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21/07 HOUSING ALLOCATIONS POLICY (AGENDA ITEM 7)  

 The Strategic Housing Manager submitted a report which Members 
were requested to recommend the adoption of the Housing Allocations 
Policy on an interim basis. 

 

 As the Council was currently re-tendering the contract to administer 
the housing register on the Council’s behalf an Allocations Policy 
covering Breckland District Council needed to be in place prior to the 
commencement of the new contract. 

 

 It was proposed that the Policy be adopted on an interim basis as the 
move to a Choice Based Letting in 2007/08 would necessitate a new 
allocations policy and scheme being adopted.  Extensive consultation 
would be undertaken with Members, local communities, statutory and 
non-statutory key stakeholders as part of this process. 

 

 The local connection aspect of the housing register would be was an 
important issue as it was understood that communities wanted to see 
local housing going to local people. 

 

 If Parish and Town Councils wanted to see housing developments 
being allocated to local people then this should form part of their 
comments when discussing planning proposals. 

 

 The housing register would be one single point of reference for all 
Registered Social Landlords within Breckland. 

 

 Members agreed to recommend the adoption of the Plan to the 
Overview and Scrutiny Commission. 

 

 RESOLVED that the Overview and Scrutiny Commission 
recommend the approval of the Breckland Housing Allocations 
Policy. 

Anita 
Brennan 

22/07 WORK PROGRAMME AND FUTURE MEETING DATES (AGENDA 
ITEM 9) 

 

 The Scrutiny Officer took Members through the work programme and 
meeting schedule, as detailed in the report.  It was agreed to add the 
following to the work programme:- 

 

 • Housing Allocations Policy  

23/07 NEXT MEETING (AGENDA ITEM 8)  

 It was noted that the next two meetings of Policy Development and 
Review Panel 3 would be held on 12 June 2007 and provisionally 10 
July 2007 both at 10.00 a.m., venue to be agreed. 

All to note 
revised time. 

 
The meeting closed at 11.50 am  
 

CHAIRMAN 
  


